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Welcome to AP English Language and Composition.  An AP class is designed to train students in methods of forceful 
expression, logical thinking, and intelligent reading.  The purpose of the summer reading is two-fold.  In part, it is 
intended to acquaint you with some of the types of texts you will use throughout the course of the school year.  In 
addition, it is to prepare you for the rigor and the quality of work that will be expected from you this year.   We will use 
these two books to begin our semester.  If taking notes or annotating your own copies of the texts helps you to 
remember what you have read, feel free to do so.  I will not collect the notes or look at your annotations; however, I 
may allow you to use them as you write your essays and participate in our Socratic Seminars.  Enjoy! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

      

 

 

 

 

Tolan, Sandy.  The Lemon Tree.  New York:  Bloomsbury, 2006. 

ISBN:  978-1-59691-343-1        

In 1967, Bashir Khairi, a twenty-five-year-old Palestinian, journeyed to Israel with the goal of 

seeing the beloved stone house with the lemon tree behind it that he and his family had fled 

nineteen years earlier. To his surprise, when he found the house he was greeted by Dalia 

Eshkenazi Landau, a nineteen-year-old Israeli college student, whose family left fled Europe for 

Israel following the Holocaust. On the stoop of their shared home, Dalia and Bashir began a rare 

friendship, forged in the aftermath of war and tested over the next half century in ways that 

neither could imagine on that summer day in 1967. Sandy Tolan brings the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict down to its most human level, demonstrating that even amid the bleakest political 

realities there exist stories of hope and transformation. 

Greene, Melissa Faye.  Praying for Sheetrock.  Boston:  Da Capo Press, 2006. 

ISBN:  978-0-306-81517-1       1100L 

 

Finalist for the 1991 National Book Award and a New York Times Notable book, Praying for 

Sheetrock is the story of McIntosh County, a small, isolated, and lovely place on the flowery coast 

of Georgia--and a county where, in the 1970s, the white sheriff still wielded all the power, 

controlling everything and everybody. Somehow the sweeping changes of the civil rights 

movement managed to bypass McIntosh entirely. It took one uneducated, unemployed black 

man, Thurnell Alston, to challenge the sheriff and his courthouse gang--and to change the way of 

life in this community forever. "An inspiring and absorbing account of the struggle for human 

dignity and racial equality" (Coretta Scott King) 
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